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Introduction:  
 
Govt. of India - UNDP project on Climate Risk Management is being implemented in Navi 
Mumbai, through disaster preparedness and mitigation.One of the prime deliverables of the 
project is to integrate disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation under the various 
on-going development programmes of sectors namely education, public health, 
infrastructure, housing, environment, etc through the consultative process with different 
stakeholders.  
 
In past few decades it has been experiences that natural hazards and crises both large and 
small are threatening children’s lives and depriving them of access to education. In the past 
disasters, it has been observed that the important community and lifeline structures such as 
schools and hospitals receive irrecoverable damages and it takes a long time to restore them 
to function for the communities. The safety of these structures becomes even more important 
in light of the fact that, when disasters strike, they also serve as vital centres for community 
shelter extended to the affected. The safety and resilience of lifeline structures and a strong 
need to adopt a toolkit which addresses the critical aspects of safety of schools in vulnerable 
areas thus has been identified as a priority. Therefore to enhance school safety, the Navi 
Mumbai Municipal Corporation supported by UNDP undertook a series of consultative 
meetings with school education officers, teachers, heads of various education institutions, 
engineers and architects for assessing the level of disaster preparedness at schoolsand other 
education institutions in 2015-16.  
 
In the Education sector, we have recognized that it isessential to mainstream DRR and CCA 
into both the soft and hardware component of the system and accordingly following specific 
themes were identified to initiate mainstreaming: 

1. Integrating DRR and CCA modules into the school curriculum; 
2. Regular awareness generation and evacuation drills  
3. Promoting hazard resilient construction of new schools and device ways to maintain 

and retrofit existing schools to ensure the higher standards of hazard resilience; 
4. Introducing features such as facilities for water, sanitation and cookinginto schools for 

their use as emergency shelters 
 
Education Institutions at glance at Navi Mumbai:Navi Mumbai, strategically located on the 
proposed Mumbai Pune `Knowledge Corridor', has been receiving a lot of thrust with respect 



to Information Technology. The Government of Maharashtra has plans drawn up to develop 
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Pune as high tech habitats for IT Industry.  A strong educational 
base is the most important pillar on which a person can build a career. A liberal spread of 
quality educational institutes ensures the availability of learning and gaining knowledge to one 
and all. Navi Mumbai has been built up with a strong Social Infrastructure. It has 11 
Engineering Colleges and 2 Medical Colleges and 62 reputed schools offering high standard 
education. The Schools and Colleges in Navi Mumbai are equipped with qualified and 
experienced faculty. Infrastructures for social activities have proved conducive to attract 
children from even lower income categories. 
 
Navi Mumbai has excellent educational facilities. All kinds of educational institutes are there in 
Navi Mumbai: kindergartens, schools - both primary and secondary, junior colleges, ITI and 
Diploma Colleges, Arts, Commerce and Science Colleges, Engineering and Medical Colleges, 
Management institutes etc. There are 114primary schools, 51 secondary schools and 25 
colleges in NMMC area. Also in sector 3 of CBD Belapur a public library building with 
expenditure Rs. 1.38 Crores was inaugurated and made open to citizens. 
 
Based on the inputs and suggestions from various stakeholders following action plan was 
derived to ensure the integration of disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation 
in the education sector at Navi Mumbai;  
 

Priorities for Action Indicators for the Education Sector 

Ensure that disaster 
risk reduction and 
resilience are priorities 
with a strong 
institutionalbasis with 
education authorities  
 

1. Developing the School Disaster Management Plan for all municipal 
schools at Navi Mumbai 
- Developing template for SDMP data collection in Marathi (copy 

enclosed)  
- Developed sample school disaster management plan for Karave 

School including the HRVA (copy enclosed)  
 

2. Capacity building of school and other institutions on policy and legal 
framework for disaster risk reduction with decentralized 
responsibilities and capacities in the education sector  
 

3. Dedicated and adequate resources need to be available to 
implement disaster risk reduction and change adaptation plans and 
activities i.e. SDMP preparation and updation, HRVA, regular 
awareness generation, enhancing WASH facilities, retrofitting, etc 
in all the municipal schools. 

 
4. Community participation and decentralization will be ensured 

through the delegation of responsibilities by activeinvolvement 



ofSchool Management Committees at the local level. 
 

Identify, assess and 
monitor disaster risks 
and threats to schools 
and enhance early 
warning for all learning 
environments. 
 

1. School level local risk assessments based on hazard data and 
vulnerability information will be made available to education 
authorities and each schools. 
 
 

2. Systems will be in place to monitor, archive and disseminate 
changing data on school structural,infrastructural and 
environmental vulnerabilities. 

 
3. Early warning systems for major and local hazards reach schools, 

and schools have the opportunity to participate in early warning 
systems 

 
Use knowledge,  
innovation and 
education  
to build a culture of  
safety and resilience  
through curricular and  
co-curricular activities 
in 
schools and 
communities. 
 

1. Educational materials on risk reduction and resilience (including 
climate change adaptation and learning to live together) are shared 
and available at every school level. 
 

2. A school curriculum is holisticallyinfused to include disaster 
riskreduction, resilience and recovery concepts and practices. This 
will also include periodical evacuation drills at every school.  

 
3. Research methods and tools for multi-risk assessments and cost-

benefit analysis are developed and strengthened for the education 
sector. This will also help for budget allocation for DM at Education 
Department of NMMC for the financial year 2017-18.  

 
4. Public awareness strategy to stimulate a culture of risk reduction 

and resilience, with outreach to nearby local communities, includes 
child centred and child-led elements. 

 
Reduce the underlying 
risk factors. 
 

1. Risk reduction and resiliencebuilding are an integral objective of site 
selection, design, construction, and maintenance of schools. 
 

2. School disaster and emergency management policies and plans will 
be implemented to reduce the vulnerability of children in and out of 
school. 

 
3. Educational continuity plans are in place to reduce disruption of the 

school year, and protect individual attainment of educational goals. 
 



4. Planning and management of schools facilities incorporates all-
hazards awareness, risk reduction elements (including eg. 
enforcement of building codes). 

 
5. Risk reduction and resilience measures are integrated into post 

disaster and chronic crisis recovery and rehabilitation processes in 
the education sector. 

 
6. Procedures are in place to assure that every new school is a safe 

school. 
 

Strengthen disaster 
preparedness for 
effective response in 
learning environments. 
 

1. Strong policy, technical and institutional capacities and 
mechanisms for disaster risk management, with a risk reduction 
and resilience perspective are in place in the education sector. 
 

2. Disaster and emergency plans are in place at all administrative 
levels (ward levels) in the education sector and regular training drills 
and rehearsals are held to test and develop disaster and 
emergencyresponse capacity at all levels. 

 
3. Insurance and contingency mechanisms are in place to support 

effective response and recovery when required. 
 

4. Procedures are in place to exchange relevant information about 
impacts on schools, during hazard events, disasters, and 
emergencies and to undertake post-event reviews. 
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